Louth: Antimicrobial Guidelines - Louth Hospitals: Antimicrobial Guidelines: Neonatal Empiric
Treatment Guidelines

nfection

eonatal - Invasive Candida Infection

Tkely Organisms

andida albicans or other Candida species

EmpII'IC Antimicrobial Treatment

AmBisome®
[Medication Safety: AmBisome® should be prescribed by brand name only.

No other amphotericin product other than AmBisome® should be used.

omments

F— N.B. Always review empiric therapy after 48 hours In conjunction with C&S resufts.
P N.B. If the baby does not respond to initial empiric treatment, contact Consultant Microbiologist for advice.
P Meningitis or arthritis may present in 50% of cases and endophthalmitis may present in 20% of cases of systemic candidosis in the neonate.

uration ot Ireatment

nimum ays, discuss wi onsultan ICroniologis

ntection

Neonatal - COnJUnC[IVIEIS

Tkely Organisms

IMITd: S. aureus, S. pneumoniae, H. influenzae

Severe: S. aureus, Chlamydia trachomatis, Neisseria gonorrhoeae

Emplrlc Antimicrobial Treatment

11d cases:

[Topical chloramphenicol eye drops, continue for 48 hours after healing.

Note - the previous warning associated with use of chloramphenicol eye drops in patients under 2 years of age has been reviewed and removed.
Severe cases/purulent eye discharge:

Cef-O-taxime IV STAT

IAND

IAzithromycin PO 20mg/kg/day, 1 dose daily for 3 days (unlicensed indication)

IAND

IAzithromycin eye drops, apply twice daily for 3 days

IAND

f signs of sepsis, ADD Amoxicillin AND Gentamicin

omments

F— In SeVere cases, send eye swabs for bacierial culture, viral PCR and PCR for GC.
P “Sticky eye” without inflammation is common and does not require antibiotic treatment. Regular cleaning with cooled boiled water should suffice.
> Seek advice if Group B haemolytic streptococcus is isolated.

b If the causative agent is Chlamydia trachomatis or Neisseria gonorrhoea, STI screen recommended for mother and partner - refer to Genitourinary
Medicine Clinic.

Duration of Treatment

See above.

TecTion

Teonatal - Menngis

TRely Organtsms

Toup B Strepiococe:, E. CoN, Listena spp., olher S pneumonae, PP, other
P Treatment
TCU Setting

fSee guidelines for early-onset sepsis or late-onset sepsis as indicated
ommunity-Acquired Setting (applicable to ED/5 ™ Floor)

fsee guidelines for_Paediatrics - community acquired sepsis in babies < 8 weeks old
Gmments

B AWays review empic Tierapy aller 28 ours i Conjunclion wih C&S Tesuls:
N.B. If the baby does not respond to initial empiric treatment, contact Consultant Microbiologist for advice:
UraTon of Treatment

ralion of Trealment Jepends on CAUSalve organism:

Group B Streptococcus: Minimum 14 to 21 days

Listeria: Minimum 21 days

‘Aerobic gram negative infection: Minimum 21 days or 14 days post-sterilisation of CSF, whichever is longer
Uncomplicated pneumococcal infection: Minimum 14 days

Uncomplicated Haemophilus infection: Minimurm 10 days

Uncomplicated meningococcal infection: Minimum 7 days

Other gram positive organism: Contact Consultant Microbiologist for advice.
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